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General Enquiries

Group Travel,
Dales Railcard, &
Website orders 

Appleby    017683 53200   
Settle    01729 825888

 017683 53200

Friends of the Settle Carlisle Line
www.foscl.org.uk

Train operator, Northern
www.northernrailway.co.uk

Steam Excursion Operators
www.uksteam.info
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Free Audio Guide available. 
Search ‘Settle Carlisle’ on 
the App Store. 
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The Settle-Carlisle line runs 72 miles through the Yorkshire 
Dales and the Eden Valley.  Soak up unforgettable views 
of the highest point of the Pennines (Crossfell), the Three 
Peaks (Whernside, Pen-y-Ghent and Ingleborough) and 
the stunning vistas of Dentdale and Mallerstang.

This was the last mainline railway in England built using 
sheer physical strength.  Opened to passenger trains in 
1876, following much political wrangling, the line became 
famous through the efforts to save it from closure in the 
1980’s.  Since the reprieve in 1989 millions of pounds have 
been invested in the railway.  The most famous feature 
is the Ribblehead Viaduct, standing 104ft high with 24 
arches.  Along the line, admire the beautifully preserved 
Midland Railway Company station architecture.  You can 
visit the preserved signal boxes at Settle and Armathwaite, 
or the visitor centre at Ribblehead Station.

Spectacular  Scenery

History and Heritage

Great Offers
Many ticket options are available for the daily diesel service 
operated by Northern.  The price of tickets depends on the 
journey being taken.  Discounts are available for holders 
of national railcards.  The Dales Railcard is available for 
residents living in the postcodes adjoining the route, giving 
discounts for the holder and up to four accompanying 
children.  Members of the Friends of the Settle-Carlisle 
Line can also purchase a Dales Railcard.  Groups of 10+ can 
claim year-round discounts by pre-booking with the group 
travel team based at Appleby.  ‘Explore’ vouchers, available 
from our Facebook Page and the website, make it easy for 
everybody to bag fantastic offers from local businesses. 

Fabulous Food & Drink
Try some of the north’s fantastic produce.  The trolley 
service on most trains showcases local treats, bakes, 
biscuits, ice-cream and craft beer and lager. Hot and cold 
drinks and confectionery are also served.  Why not explore 
the local produce in cafés, restaurants and hotels along 
the route?  Weekly markets selling food and other wares 
are held at Settle, Skipton, Kirkby Stephen and Appleby.  
Specialist Christmas markets at Leeds and Carlisle feature 
local and international cuisine.

Visit ,  Explore & Stay
Get outdoors in Settle Carlisle Country and try something 
new.  Walking and cycling routes, climbing, potholing, 
paragliding, fishing and golf are all on the doorstep.  The 
train gives easy access to the Three Peaks with stations at 
Ribblehead and Horton in Ribblesdale.  The Friends run a 
year-round programme of guided walks, designed so that 
you can travel by train.  Alternatively, just sit back and 
enjoy the views from the comfort of your seat.
The region’s towns and villages all have something to offer.  
For culture and shopping, visit Carlisle, Skipton and Leeds.  
Elsewhere, you’ll find the annual Horse Fair at Appleby, 
classic coach rallies, castles, shows and festivals.  There’s 
every kind of accommodation to choose from, including 
converted railway stations, bunk barns, B&B’s and hotels.

Connecting the North by Train
Comfortable diesel sprinter trains are operated by Northern 
and run daily (except Christmas Day and Boxing Day).  You 
can start/end at any of the stations in the Aire Valley, 
between Leeds and Skipton, and head north via Settle and 
Appleby to Carlisle.  The Settle-Carlisle line connects you 
with limitless journey opportunities.  Leeds and Carlisle 
give connections to the East or West Coast mainlines, the 
Cumbrian Coast, the Bentham and the Tyne Valley lines.     
At Keighley, why not catch a heritage train operated by the 
Keighley and Worth Valley Railway and visit Brontë Country?  
Specialist companies offer steam and diesel excursions.  
These must be pre-booked with the charter operator. 

A Love of Dogs
Dogs  are welcome on trains 
and up to two dogs travel 
free of charge.  A bronze 
statue of Ruswarp, the only 
dog to sign the petition to 
save the line from closure, 
sits on the southbound 
platform at Garsdale station.

Britain’s  Fr iendl iest  Rai lway!
At any time of the year, you’re guaranteed a warm welcome 
from the Settle-Carlisle railway.  Staff at Settle and Appleby 
stations will help you plan a trip on the Settle-Carlisle line 
or indeed anywhere else in the UK.  The on-train trolley 
staff serve refreshments with a smile all year round and 
the Friends on-train guides can provide a commentary or 
just chat about the line and area.

Back on Track
The storms of winter 2015-16 caused a major landslip 
which closed the line between Armathwaite and Carlisle 
in February 2016.  Network Rail invested over £23 million 
to repair the line, ensuring the future of one of the world’s 
great scenic rail journeys.

More information, tickets & travel times, available at 
www.settle-carlisle.co.uk

Great Coum, Dentdale.

Bridge over River Eden, Lazonby.

View from Pendragon Castle, Mallerstang.

Night falls at Dent Station.


